UNIT 4  TRANSPORTATION   GUIDELINES

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION IS A PRIVILEGE, NOT A RIGHT, and any continued student misbehavior may call for temporary or permanent forfeiture of that privilege.  The school has no obligation to transport any pupil who cannot, or will not behave on a school bus.  We remind students that the bus drivers are in full charge of their riders during the routes and therefore, we require the observation of the following safety rules and regulations.  These regulations stem from our genuine concern for the children's safety and well being since any bus distraction caused by student misbehavior can result in serious, life threatening situations.  CUSD  No. 4 will provide free transportation for pupils residing at a distance of 11ADVANCE \l2/ADVANCE \l22  miles or more from the school to which they are assigned.  Busses will pick up students living along the regular bus route at their homes, provided they live on a passable public road and the turn-around is suitable for the bus driver to turn around.  Busses will not operate on a private road or lane, unless necessary to turn around.  Because busses are running at or near capacity, only students who are regularly assigned to ride bus routes and/or shuttles will be transported.  As a rule, students who wish to go home with another student should find other means of transportation.  If a student must ride a bus other than the one to which he or she is assigned he or she may do so only if there is room, and if a written parental request has been approved by the building principal.  A bus pass will be issued to the student and must be presented to the driver prior to riding the bus. Primary pick-up points will be either the student's home or a designated stop near the student's home.  One secondary pick-up point (babysitters, emergencies, etc.) may be designated by completing the enclosed alternate transportation request form.  Secondary pick-up points must be on the existing bus routes. Busses will not pick up and deliver students to places not on a regular route.  Secondary transportation requests will be approved by the administration based on space availability and should be used sparingly.  Primary pick-up points will always have priority over other requests.
BUS RULES AND REGULATIONS

  1.
Pupils shall obey the driver cheerfully and promptly.

  2.
The driver, at his/her discretion, may assign seats for any or all pupils.

  3.
In order to maintain arrival schedules, pupils are to be at their assigned stops on time.  Bus drivers can not wait for students who are not on time.
  4.
Courtesy and consideration toward the driver and fellow students is expected of all riders.

  5.
To insure their own safety, students must never stand in the roadway at their stops.

  6.
Students must never approach the bus until it comes to a complete stop.

  7.
The use of tobacco, alcohol or other illegal substances, on the bus, is strictly prohibited.  This also includes food, candy, water and soft drinks.

  8.
Waste paper and other trash are to be placed in the container provided and not to be thrown on the bus floor or out of the windows.

  9.
Pupils must not mar, deface, or otherwise damage the bus.  Pupils are responsible for any damage. 
10.
Once seated, students must remain seated, facing forward while the bus is in motion.

11.
Neither fighting or scuffling will be tolerated on the bus.

12.
In order to prevent tripping, bus aisles are to be kept free of all objects,  including students' feet.

13.
Pupils must realize profane or obscene language of any sort will not be tolerated.

14.
Excessive talking, laughter or unnecessary confusion will not be permitted since this may divert the driver's attention and result in an accident.  Pupils must not yell out the windows at persons on the street.

15.
Pupils must keep hands, arms and heads inside the bus at all times.

16.
Pupils must be quiet when the bus is approaching and crossing a railroad track.

17.
The emergency door is to be used for emergencies only.

18.
Pupils must not lower windows below the window line.

19.
Animals are not allowed on any school bus.

Should a student violate any of these rules and regulations, the driver will first attempt to handle the problem himself/herself, either by talking to the pupil and/or parent or by assigning the pupil to a definite seat.  A second violation of any of these rules and regulations will be handled in the following manner:

a.
The bus driver will submit a Bus Conduct Notice to the respective building principal.

b.
A conference will be held with the pupil.

c.
Parents will be notified.

Following these procedures, any further violation of these rules and regulations may result in a suspension from riding the bus.  Further misconduct may result in a recommendation to the Board of Education that the pupil be suspended from riding the bus to and from school for the remainder of the school term.  Gross misconduct by a pupil could result in immediate suspension without following these procedures.  Any complaints of drivers, pupils or parents not specifically mentioned in these regulations, should be reported to Rob Simmons,  Director of Transportation.

 If and when it becomes necessary to close school because of severe weather conditions the following radio/tv stations will be notified:  WTAD/WQCY, WGEM, KGRC, KICK, WCAZ, KHQA.  On some days, it may be possible that school might be in session, but that not all bus drivers will be able to complete their entire routes.  Drivers will be expected to make common sense judgments and not attempt to travel on roads where they know they could not make it without danger.

